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be the position of the Vatican. The whole world was in a
tense state and within a few months it was pardonable of
the Vatican authorities to wonder if Europe was not due
to suffer a cataclysm from which she would never recover.
Eight years afterwards Pius XI could look round at a
Diplomatic Corps which must have made him wonder
what his own successor would see, and every other
monarch at his crowning must have similar thoughts.
Next to the Spanish Ambassador, the Austrian Am-
bassador was perhaps the most important person present
at the crowning of Benedict XV. At one Conclave before
that, when Pius X was elected in 1903, the Austrian
Ambassador for the last time had used the Austrian right
of veto and refused to allow the election of a cardinal
Austria did not want, and so Pius X had been elected
instead. Now, at the crowning of Pius XI, Austria had
been reduced from an Embassy to a minor Ministry and
the Ambassador of Spain held the first position. To-day,
fifteen years afterwards, Spain not only has no longer a
monarchy, but is so racked by civil war that one wonders
what sort of ambassador will represent it at the next
Coronation,
Germany's former Minister had now become a full
Ambassador, and one wonders again if Pope Pius* successor
will have as friendly an ambassador at his Coronation as
was the one in 1922.
South American States had increased the dignity of their
representatives, and there were many new ministers from
States which, before, had been either non-existent, or not
represented, such as Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia,
Rumania and Poland. Finland, Lithuania, Esthonia and
Greece had not yet got permanent diplomatic representa-